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INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

081997 I5I945Z/45 

O I5I700Z JUN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7098 
INPO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL MAPUTO 0748 

EXDIS 

PROM LOW 

E.O.II652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, RH, UK, US 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: GRAHAM/ LOW MEETING WITH MUGABE AND GPRM 

1. GRAHAM AND I MET POR AN HOUR AND A HALE WITH MUGABE, 

TONGOGARA AND HIS GROUP AND THEN POR ABOUT THE SAME 
AMOUNT OF TIME WITH SERGIO VIEIRA FERRAO, HONWANA AND 
POREIGN MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVES OP THE MOZAMBIQUE 
GOVERNMENT. IN BOTH CASES, THE RESULTS WERE DISCOURAHING. 

A PULLER MEMCON OP THE MUGABE MEETING WILL BE 
TRANSMITTED BY THE EMBASSY SEPTEL. 

2. TO MUGABE WE EXPLAINED THAT WE THOUGH THERE WAS 
SOME CHANCE THAT WE COULD GET THE SALISBURY GROUP 
TO AGREE TO ATTEND A WORKING LEVEL AND NON PUBLIC 
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MEETING TO PREPARE FOR A CONFERENCE. MUGABE REJECTED 
THIS OUT OP HAND, CALLING IT A REGRESSION PROM THE 
AGREEMENT IN AR, WHICH WAS POR A GENERAL CONPERENCE 
ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS. HE CONTINUED TO HIDE 
BEHIND THE LEGAL PICTION THAT THE PF HAD NOT AGREED TO 
ENTER DIRECT NEGTIATIONS WITH THE SALISBURY GROUP. 

NEGOTIATIONS WERE EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE BRITISH 
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ANYBODY THE UK WANTED TO BRING ALONG AS PART OF ITS DELEGATION 
COULD MAKE THEIR POSITIONS KNOWN TO THE BRITISH. MUGABE CONTENDED 
THAT ARRANGMENTS FOR THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD HAD BEEN GREED 
TO AT DAR AND WERE NOT A MATTER TO BE DISCUSSED AT A 
FULL CONFERENCE. THE FIRST THINK THAT HAD TO BE DONE 
WAS GET AGREEMENT ON A CONFERENCE AND SET THE DATE AND 
PLACE. AFTER THAT WE COULD SEE ABOUT PREPARATIONS. 

3. GRAHAM AND I EXPLAINED THAT THE INTERNAL NATIONALISTS 
WERE PROCEEDING ALONG THEIR OWN PATH TOWARD AN 
ELECTION ON THE BASIS OF ONE MAN, OVE VOTE AND INDEPENDENCE. 

WE FEARED, HOWEVER, THAT THISMIGHT NOT END THE WAR AND 
BELIEVED THAT BOTH OF US HAD AN INTEREST IN BENDING EVERY EFFORT 
TO FIND A BASIS FOR SETTLEMENT BEFORE THEN. GRAHAM 

SAID THAT WE WOULD BE BOUND TO RECONGINZE THE RESULTS OF AN 
ELECTION IE IT WAS A FAIR ONE. WHEN MUGABE SAID THIS IS THE 
FORST TIME HE HAD HEARD SUCH A STATEMENT, GRAHAM QUOTED OWEN 
AND CALLAGHAN'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS. WE MADE CLEAR THAT THERE 
WERE MANY MATTERS AT ISSUE LEFT OVER FROM AT WDAR WHICH HAD NOT 
BEEN RESOLVED AND THAT AN ALL PARTIES MEETING WOULD 
CERTAINLY HAVE TO CONSDER MATTERS OF THE TRANSITION PERIOD 
THE PF STATEMENT AT THE LAST MEETING THAT THE ALL PARTIES 
HAD BEEN A UNILATERAL ONE. MUGABE DID NOT SAY HE WOULD REFUSE 
TO DISCUSS OTHER MATTERS. 

4. IN THE LENGTHY MEETING WITH VIEIRA HE TRIED TO TAKE US 
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BACK TO THE PRE DAR DAYS WHEN THE GPRM 

INSISTED THAT WE MUST NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 

PATRIORIC FRONT WHICH WE WOULD THEM IMPOSE ON SMITH. BASICALLY 

HE SAID THE UK, US, PF AND FRONT 

LINE ARE ALL ALLIES AGAINST SMITH. THEIR POSITIONS 

ARE MUCH CLOSER TOGETHER THAN IS ACKNOWLEDGED AND A 

LITTLE MORE DISCUSSION BETWEEN THEM ON SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS 

COULD PRODUCE AN AGREEMENT. WE POINTED OUT THAT IN THE FIRST 

PLACE THE PATRIOTIC FRONT DID NOT AGREE TO SUCH A PROCEDURE. 

NKOMO HAD SPECIFICALLY REJECTED FURTHER NEGOTIATION WITH 

US ON REMAINING MATTERS AT ISSUE UNDER THE ANGLO AMERICAN PROPOSAL. 

CLAIMING HE DID NOT WANT TO MAKE CONCESSIONS TO US 

AND THEN HAVE TO TURN AROUND AND MAKE FURTHER 

COMPROMISES WITH SMITH. SECONDLY THE SITUATION HAD CHANGED SINCE 

THE INTERNAL AGREEMENT HAD BEEN SIGNED SMITH HAD NOW AGREE 

TO ONE MAN, ONE VOTE AND A DATE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND HE HAD SOME 

SIGNIFICANT AFRICAN SUPPORT ON HIS SIDE. WE COULD NOT APPLY 

THE SAME PRESSURES TO SMITH UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AS WE 

COULD HAVE HAD ALL THE AFRICAN PARTIES AGREED AND SMITH 

REMAINED ALONE IN OPPOSITION. VIEIRA SAW NO 

PARTICULAR ADVANTAGE TO GETTING THE PARTIES TOGETHER 

FOR DIRECT TALKS WHICH MIGHT FORM THE BASIS FOR 
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A LATER CONFERENCE. WE WILL SEE VIEIRA AGAIN AT 
DINNER AND PRESS OUR POSITION ON HIM IN A SOME 
WHAT MORE INFORMAL SETTING. 

DE PRF.E 
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NNN 
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